
Welcome 
Parents!



School day 8am-3:15pm

● Drop off in gym lot 7:30-7:55am
● Pick up in gym lot
● If tardy or leaving early, ring bell 

at front door

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGkpNOLxjk/3F-zeZhLqkNasX6f5BUmnA/edit?utm_content=DAGkpNOLxjk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton


● Cameras to monitor activities
● Doors locked
● Monthly drills (fire, tornado, lockdown)
● SRO on site daily 

○ Fully sworn Law Enforcement Officer with 
full powers of arrest

● Plans and strategies to prevent and/or 
minimize dangerous situations on or near 
the campus or involving students at school 
related activities

● GoGuardian, Gaggle, Say Something

Safe at
Ashe County 

Schools



● Cell Phone/Apple 
watch/iPods: to be 
powered off and out 
of sight 

● Students should not 
text or call from their 
phone during school 
hours (Office phones 
available for calls)

ELECTRONICSTransparent 
water 

bottles
containing 

water



ATTENDANCE
❖ Crucial that students regularly attend school

➢ Difficult to learn if not in class  

❖ Please remember to write notes when students are 
absent for excused reasons 

➢ (only 3 days to turn these in)

❖ Bring doctor/dentist notes whenever possible

❖ Parents mailed letters at 3-6-10 absences

A student is considered chronically absent if they’ve missed 10% 
of school days!



All school rules/policies and 
consequences will be covered 
in your child’s Student 
Handbook which can be 
accessed on our website under 
the 

“For Students” tab

*Please review the handbook 
with your child

SCHOOL RULES / POLICIES



DRESS CODE

Fingertip
s



ASD

ISS

OSS
● Occurs when student 

commits an infraction that 
is deemed more severe, or 
is a continuation/repetition 
of minor infractions

● Referral to office
● Parent notified
● Documented in discipline 

file in Infinite Campus

● Occurs when student has 
exhausted       interventions 
with the team and has 
received a referral to the 
office 

● All class work is completed 
and turned in to the team

● Parents are notified
● Documented in discipline file 

in Infinite Campus
● Assigned: 

○ when a student has 
made a moderate 
infraction

○ for multiple zeroes in 
classes

● 3:15-4:15pm on Tuesdays 
& Thursdays

● Parent notified
● Pick student up at front 

entrance

● Catch up on 

assignments

● Minor infractions

Working 
lunch

● Truancy

● More serious 

infractions

Teen Court



SOCIALS

No 
debt

No 
ISS/OSS

/Bus 
referral

Less than 3 
unexcused 
absences

Passing 
all 

classes
Every 4 ½ weeks

Fresh start after each social



AFTERSCHOOL



Communication is key
Crucial that student info is 

correct

CONNECT 5

We want to be your partner





ACMS Parent 
Orientation Night

Welcome to the Middle School!



Office Personnel



Middle school is a time of 
transition.  Our goal here 

at ACMS is to help 
students acquire the skills 
to be responsible citizens, 
while providing them with 
a supportive environment. 

What Is a Middle School?



❖ A team is the group of teachers responsible for your 
student’s core classes (ELA, Math, Science, SS).  We meet 
and work together to meet the needs of your student.

❖ Your child will be placed on one of the following seventh 
grade teams:
➢ Dragons, Pegasus, Thunderbirds

Teaming



❖ Art
❖ Music Appreciation
❖ Project Lead the Way: Design & Modeling
❖ Exploring Food & Agricultural Products 
❖ Exploring Personal Characteristics & Careers 
❖ Health/P.E. (one semester-required/will need tennis shoes)
❖ Band (year long)
❖ Reading Plus/Math Squared (intervention classes placed by 

MTSS team)

Encore/Career and Technical Education (CTE)



Exceptional Children at ACMS

AIG in Reading
● Students are cluster grouped with 

5-7 other AIG students in a 
heterogeneous ELA class with an 
AIG certified teacher.

● Students will receive additional 
service time during our Climb Time. 

AIG in Math/Advanced Math
● Advanced Math is not contingent 

upon AIG placement. 
● A student who makes a 5 on the 

Math EOG will be enrolled in an 
advanced math course.  This doesn’t 
automatically identify a student as 
AIG, nor does it hinder students that 
aren’t identified as AIG from taking 
advanced math courses.

Mrs. Summer Davis - summer.davis@ashe.k12.nc.us



Exceptional Children at ACMS
Exceptional Children at ACMS
Exceptional Children at ACMS

If your child has an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) and you have 
questions, please see Alecia Giles or Holly McClure after the meeting.

Mrs. Alecia Giles - alecia.giles@ashe.k12.nc.us
Mrs. Holly McClure - holly.s.mcclure@ashe.k12.nc.us

mailto:alecia.giles@ashe.k12.nc.us
mailto:holly.s.mcclure@ashe.k12.nc.us


Additional Blocks

PAWS Time (20 mins):
● Students meet in small groups each 

morning for homeroom

● Attendance and daily check-in to 
start the day. All paperwork and 
notes should be sent to PAWS 
teacher.

● Focus on Leader in Me lessons 
(leadership, responsibility, 
goal-setting), SEL lessons, and Xello 

Climb Time (30 mins):
● Students receive targeted 

interventions or enrichment activities 
in reading and/or math

● Focuses on strengthening 
foundational skills or challenging 
advanced learners

● Students rotate weekly based on 
needs



CLUBS
● Battle of the Books
● Junior Beta (new)
● Math Counts
● Odyssey of the Mind (Afterschool)

*Additional clubs and activities may be added 
throughout the year.



Sports Teams
Boys Fall Sports Girls Fall Sports
Football (Youth League Football) Football Cheerleading
Soccer Golf (co-ed)
Golf (co-ed) Volleyball

Boys Winter Sports Girls Winter Sports

Basketball Basketball

Wrestling Basketball Cheerleading

Boys Spring Sports Girls Spring Sports

Baseball Softball

Track Track

Soccer

ACMS Athletics



Athletic Eligibility
All 7th grade students must meet the following criteria to be eligible:
1. Students must pass 70% of previous semester courses.
2. The student must have attended at least 85 percent of the total 

number of instructional days in the previous semester.
3. Students must have a current sports physical, concussion 

statement and EKG to tryout. Sports physicals are good for 395 
days.

4. Heart of a Husky will be May 16th and is a great 
opportunity to complete all physical/EKG requirements. 
Registration opens up May 1st.  

5. Signed parent or guardian permission.



Athletic Team Selection 

• All interested students will receive a tryout.
• Coaches will evaluate players based on skill level, 

attitude, and other factors.
• Players will be told discreetly of their team selection 

status.
• There are no participation fees for middle school 

athletics.

Email: mitchell.mash@ashe.k12.nc.us with any questions.

mailto:mitchell.mash@ashe.k12.nc.us


Information about the Topdog Clinic

Staff:

• Family Nurse Practitioner

      (Available 3 days per week)

• 1 Registered Nurse

• Office Assistant

• Licensed Clinical Mental Health 
Counselor 

     (Available M-F)

Who can use the clinic?

• Any student enrolled at ACMS may 
use the clinic IF and ONLY IF clinic 
enrollment forms have been filled out 
completely and are signed by a 
parent or legal guardian.

• Please note:  The clinic does not 
replace your current primary care 
provider.  We only see your child 
while they are at school.  If you enroll 
your child in the clinic this does NOT 
mean you are changing doctors.



Important Information for the school year:

All 7th grade students:

• Must have at least one dose of 
the Tdap and Menquadfi 
vaccine, this is effective July 1, 
2015.

• Your child can receive these 
vaccines at the clinic.  Other 
optional vaccines that can be 
given at the clinic include 
Hepatitis A, HPV, and flu.

Insurance:

• Beginning August 1, 2015, the clinic 
began following Appalachian District 
Health Department policy for billing 
ALL insurances.  This is in an effort to 
keep the clinic open and functioning 
for future students.

• If your child does not have insurance, 
stop by the clinic and talk to a staff 
member.  We will NOT refuse services 
to your child if you are unable to pay.



School Fees:

General fees $25.00
Chromebook fee $30.00

Total: $55.00



● School policies will be enforced.
● Grades will be updated weekly on Thursdays. 
● Teachers will communicate through Remind, e-mail, and 

by phone.
● Teachers will contact you with any concerns they have.
● We will support your child as they take responsibility for 

their own learning.

How We Will Support You



● Be aware of the school policies.  Your student is required to 
follow them, and the teachers are required to enforce them.

● Contact your student’s teachers with any concerns.
● School supplies should be bought after you have been 

notified by your team teachers. Ashe Blast is tentatively 
scheduled for Aug. 9th. Supplies will be available. 

● Check their progress online via Infinite Campus and Canvas
● We use Socials to hold students accountable for grades, 

absences, behavior, and debts. Please partner with us to 
make sure they are meeting the requirements to attend. 

How You Can Support Your Student



Please reinforce 
the daily habit of at 
least 20 minutes of 

independent 
reading!

See your 
elementary 

librarian for an 
ASU summer 
reading log.



NCEdCloud

This is the portal for students. 
All you need is your child’s 
Username and Password, and 
you can access his/her grades 
whenever you want! :) 
Using this method is the 
easiest route. 



Infinite Campus

Access student grades

Review attendance and 
absences

See assignment due dates 
and missing assignments

Check weekly on Fridays



Expectations shared with 6th graders

•Respect yourself.

•Respect others.

•Help each other become responsible members of society.

•Come to school with an “I can” attitude.

•Challenge yourself to do things you have not attempted before.

•Do your best.

•Have Fun !!!



What Questions Do You Have?



SCHOOL COUNSELING

Ashe County Middle School



Bernedette Thompson, 7th grade

Kristy Aldridge, 8th grade

THIS IS US

2025-26



❖ Emotional ups and downs
➢ Typical teens come with ups and 

downs, as well as moodiness.  
➢ Teens feel things intensely.  Ex:  she is 

never nice to me or he always makes 
fun of me.  

❖ Tend to focus on “I”

❖ May be a little awkward or clumsy 
➢ Their brains need time to adjust to 

longer limbs, bigger bodies, and 
changes in hormones.

➢ Bodies work hard - need to bathe 
and wear deodorant!





How can we help students?
• Classroom lessons

• Individual Counseling (strategies, problem solving)
• 504 Plans

• Referrals to other agencies
• Student Academic & Emotional Support

• Attendance support
• Registration & goal setting

• College and Career Readiness

Please let us know if personal matters might affect your child’s school day.



➔ School support (academic, attendance, behavior…)
➔ Needs (food, clothes, shoes, …)
➔ Social emotional learning (SEL supports & interventions)
➔ Transition, registration, ….
➔ Informational handouts & websites (see our webpage)
➔ Referrals to other agencies
➔ Communication (Remind: @acmssch)

How
can
we
help
you?



Social Emotional Learning (SEL)

SEL is the process through which all young people 
and adults acquire and apply the knowledge, skills, 
and attitudes to: 
● develop healthy identities, 
● manage emotions and achieve personal and 

collective goals, 
● feel and show empathy for others, 
● establish and maintain supportive relationships, 

and 
● make responsible and caring decisions.



The Middle School Brain





Unwanted, aggressive behavior that involves a real or 
perceived power imbalance. The behavior is repeated, or has 
the potential to be repeated, over time.

Bullying

This behavior can manifest itself:
● Verbally
● Physically
● Socially
● Electronically (cyberbullying)





Phones 
& 
Social 
Media

Be Informed and Involved!



Phones & online safety
● 60% of 11 year olds interviewed stated that their 

parents should not have let them see things they 
have seen…

● U.S. children are the largest viewers of internet 
pornography… more than the entire country of 
India. (This is now considered a national health 
crisis)

● Viewing online pornography negatively affects their 
brains for decades; it affects mental health and 
relationships - sometimes for their entire life.



Phones & online safety

Sextortion - situations where young people are asked to 
send nude photos of themselves to predators and are 

then extorted for favors or money.

Child Grooming - 
befriending and 
establishing an 
emotional connection 
with a minor under the 
age of consent to lower 
the child’s inhibitions 
with the objective of 
sexual abuse. 

Child grooming is also used to lure 
minors into various illicit businesses 
such as child trafficking, child 
prostitution, cybersex trafficking, or 
the production of child 
pornography

1 in 4 victims of 
sextortion are 
younger than 13 
years old, and 2 in 3 
victims are girls 
threatened before 
16 years old



Phones & online safety

“Their phone in their back pocket, 
given to them by their parents, is the 

most dangerous weapon in the hands 
of our children.”  

John Van Arnam, The Third Talk, Inc.  / NC Center for Safer Schools



The health risks of vaping include:

● addiction: E-cigarettes contain nicotine, a drug that’s 
highly addictive. You don’t have to vape every day to get 
addicted.

● anxiety and depression: Nicotine makes anxiety and 
depression worse. It also affects memory, concentration, 
self-control, and attention, especially in developing brains.

● becoming a smoker: Young people who vape are more 
likely to start smoking regular (tobacco) cigarettes and may 
be more likely to develop other addictions in the future.

● impotence: There is some evidence that vaping can cause 
sexual dysfunction in men.

● sleep problems
● exposure to cancer-causing chemicals
● chronic bronchitis
● lung damage that can be life-threatening

From KidsHealth: https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/e-cigarettes.html

VAPING

https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/e-cigarettes.html


● 8.1% (2.25 million) of all 

students reported current 

use of tobacco products

○ 10.1% (1.58 million) 

of high school 

students reported 

current use of 

tobacco products

○ 5.4% (640,000) of 

middle school 

students reported 

current use of 

tobacco products

VAPING

2024 National Youth Tobacco Survey (NYTS) 

1.8% of students (480,000) 
reported current use of nicotine 
pouches  

Vapes and nicotine 
pouches (“tobacco 

products” of any kind) 
are not allowed on 
school grounds.



April 16 - Career Fair

May 2 - Meet in the Middle

August 9 - Ashe Blast 

TBD - Open House



Any 
questions?



We want your feedback


